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A non-profit  voluntary  health  agency  founded  in  1946  to  advance 
and  support  eye  research  for  the  restoration  and  preservation  of  sight. 


MILDRED  WEISENFELD,  Founder  and  Executive  Director  of  the  FIGHT 
FOR  SIGHT,  receiving  the  Citizen’s  Award  from  David  Lyall,  M.D.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  County  Medical  Society  at  the  Society’s  annual 
meeting.  May,  1962.  The  scroll  was  awarded  for  “her  unselfish  and  dedi- 
cated efforts  that  have  made  an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  health  of 
the  community.”  The  accompanying  citation  pointed  out  that,  under  her 
leadership,  the  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  has  become  a major  voluntary  health 
agency  now  providing  a quarter  of  a million  dollars  annually  for  basic  and 
clinical  eye  research  study. 


THE  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  STORY 


The  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  was  founded  in  1946 — that  is  the  year 
the  National  Council  To  Combat  Blindness,  Inc.  was  established  by 
a courageous  young  woman  who  lost  her  own  eyesight  as  the  result 
of  a blinding  eye  disease.  At  that  time,  millions  of  dollars  were  being 
spent  annually  on  care  for  those  already  stricken  with  blindness, 
but  very  little  was  being  done  to  enlist  public  support  for  research 
that  could  find  the  answers  to  defective  vision  and  blinding  eye 
diseases  and,  thus  prevent  so  much  unnecessary  suffering  and  dep- 
rivation. 

I consider  it  a rewarding  privilege  to  have  been  associated  with  the 
organization  since  its  inception  because  I recognized  then,  and  still 
do,  the  tremendous  need  for  encouraging  and  financing  eye  research 
investigations  which  can  alleviate  so  much  human  tragedy. 

To  date,  this  organization  which  started  so  humbly  16  years  ago, 
has  made  available  more  than  500  grants  and  fellowships  to  ac- 
credited medical  colleges,  hospitals  and  eye  centers  throughout  our 
nation  and  in  other  sections  of  the  world. 

Through  the  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT,  interest  in  eye  research  has  been 
stimulated  in  many  quarters — among  scientists,  organizations  and 
the  public.  The  result  has  been  a number  of  important  discoveries 
in  the  fight  against  blindness — discoveries  that  have  already  saved 
thousands  from  lives  of  never-ending  darkness. 

The  battle  is  being  waged  by  dedicated  scientists  in  their  laboratories 
—scientists  who  will,  with  the  continued  interest  and  support  of 
the  public,  conquer  the  tragic  diseases  that  cause  blindness  and 
defective  vision,  and  so  preserve  for  men,  women  and  children 
everywhere  the  precious  gift  of  sight. 


Daniel  A.  Poling, 
Honorary  Chairman 


THE  PROGRAM  OF  THE  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT 


THE  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT — National  Council  To  Combat  Blindness, 
Inc. — is  primarily  devoted  to  supporting  eye  research  to  discover  the 
causes  and  treatments  for  the  many  eye  problems  and  tragic  diseases  that 
result  in  defective  sight,  partial  or  total  blindness. 

To  date,  the  organization  has  financed  over  500  research  projects  at 
accredited  medical  colleges,  hospitals  and  eye  centers  throughout  the 
nation  and  in  many  other  countries.  This  aid  is  in  the  form  of: 

GRANTS-IN-AID  for  the  purpose  of  providing  funds  to  defray  the 
cost  of  personnel,  equipment,  supplies,  materials,  etc.  that  are 
needed  to  conduct  a specific  scientific  investigation.  These  awards 
are  made  in  support  of  projects  to  be  conducted  under  the  direction 
of  qualified  investigators  at  institutions  in  the  United  States  or 
abroad,  with  suitable  research  facilities.  Such  a grant  may  be  used 
to  support  the  work  of  a mature  investigator  or  a young  investigator 
who  has  not  had  the  time  and/or  opportunity  to  fully  demonstrate 
his  scientific  proficiency  in  ophthalmic  research. 

POSTDOCTORAL  FELLOWSHIPS  to  promising  scientists  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad  so  they  may  have  the  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance their  training,  engage  in  research  on  a full  time  basis  and 
participate  in  a research  project  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  scien- 
tific advisors  of  this  organization,  will  make  a contribution  to  cur- 
rent knowledge  significant  to  the  field  of  ophthalmology. 

STUDENT  FELLOWSHIPS  for  select  students  of  medicine,  and 
of  the  basic  sciences,  who  have  demonstrated  a special  interest  in 
ophthalmology  and  who,  in  the  opinion  of  appropriate  faculty  mem- 
bers, are  promising  candidates  for  this  field  of  investigation.  The 
objective  of  such  support  is  to  afford  these  students  the  opportunity 
to  engage  in  research  between  semesters,  with  the  view  of  encourag- 
ing them  to  pursue  careers  in  ophthalmology,  and  particularly  in 
ophthalmic  research. 

In  addition  to  its  primary  work  of  supporting  eye  research,  the  program 
of  the  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  includes: 

CLINICAL  SERVICES  PROJECTS  to  meet  exceptional  needs  in 
specific  communities  or  areas. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION  by  presenting  the  facts  regarding  defective 
sight  and  blindness,  the  need  for  increased  public  support  in  the 
field  of  eye  research,  the  work  being  done  and  the  results  research 
can  achieve  if  adequately  financed. 

SERVICE  to  individuals  requesting  information  concerning  avail- 
able sources  for  eye  care,  and  referrals  to  appropriate  agencies  offer- 
ing counsel  and  assistance  in  the  fields  of  rehabilitation  and  welfare. 


At  the  University  of  California  Medical 
Center,  School  of  Medicine,  Department 
of  Surgery,  Division  of  Ophthalmology. 


With  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  assistance, 
scientists  are  investigating  glaucoma, 
blindness  from  diabetes,  detachment  of 
the  retina,  cataracts,  retinal  deterioration, 
eye  infections,  tumors  that  threaten  sight, 
eye  damage  resulting  from  injuries,  dis- 
eases of  the  cornea  and  more  effective 
means  for  transplanting  and  preserving 
this  delicate  membrane  (the  window  of 
the  eye) , and  many  other  eye  problems  for 
which  the  answers  must  be  found  through 
research. 


The  Department  of  Pharmacology,  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont,  College  of  Medicine. 


All  research  awards  are  supervised 
by  the  organization’s  Scientific  Ad- 
visory Committee,  composed  of  dis- 
tinguished eye  physicians  and  scien- 
tists who  meet  regularly  to  review 
and  evaluate  all  applications. 


In  the  Biophysical  Re- 
search Laboratory  Eye 
and  Ear  Hospital,  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh  Medical 
Center. 


Department  of  Ophthal- 
mology, Columbia  Uni- 
versity, College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons. 


Francis  I.  Proctor  Foun- 
dation, San  Francisco 
Medical  Center  School  of 
Medicine. 


EYE  RESEARCH  - Its  Accomplishments 
and  Objectives 


While  there  is  still  much  to  be  accomplished,  eye  research  has  re- 
sulted in  significant  gains  in  the  effort  to  conquer  blinding  eye  dis- 
eases— forward  steps  that  reflect  the  total  of  a cumulative  effort  of 
many  researchers  pursuing  their  dedicated  tasks  in  laboratories  all 
over  the  world  ...  the  discovery  of  certain  antibiotics,  Cortisone  and 
ACTH  for  the  successful  treatment  of  some  of  the  inflammatory  and 
allergic  eye  diseases  . . . new  techniques  for  eye  surgery  . . . the 
development  of  drugs  for  the  further  control  of  glaucoma  . . . the 
production  and  application  of  special  optical  devices  to  aid  indi- 
viduals with  severely  reduced  vision  . . . new  methods  for  diagnosis 
of  eye  tumors  ...  the  development  of  a plastic  lens  that  can  be 
surgically  inserted  into  the  eye  following  cataract  operations,  and 
which  may  prove  the  answer  to  good  vision  without  the  use  of  special 
external  cataract  lenses. 


...  a drug  has  been  developed  and  found  effective  in  combating 
the  virus  which  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  eyeball  scarring 
infections  in  the  United  States — -researchers  indicate  that  timing 
seems  to  be  important  in  the  drug’s  results — it  is  hoped  this 
discovery  will  cure  some  cases  of  herpetic  keratitis,  which 
causes  scars  on  the  cornea  resulting  in  blindness,  one  of  the 
reasons  for  corneal  transplant. 

. . . research  is  being  conducted  to  develop  a plastic  cornea  to 
replace  the  damaged  cornea  in  transplantation  surgery.  If  suc- 
cessful, this  may  solve  the  problems  connected  with  the  present 
use  of  human  corneas  in  this  operation. 


...  a new  device  known  as  a photocoagulator,  with  three  times 
the  intensity  of  the  sun  and  the  ability  to  focus  a light  beam 
accurately  on  a cell  is  being  utilized  to  destroy  certain  types  of 
eye  tumors — and  to  seal  tears  in  the  retina,  doing  away  with 
the  need  for  surgery  in  some  cases. 

. . . and  research  discovered  that  the  cause  of  blindness  for  thousands 
of  premature  infants  was  excessive  oxygen  administered  in  the  in- 
cubator. This  cause  of  blindness  has  been  virtually  eliminated,  and 
many  organizations  concerned  with  rehabilitation  of  the  blind  have 
announced  the  curtailment  of  kindergarten  classes  for  lack  of  ap- 
plicants. 


THE  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT 
CHILDREN’S  EYE  CLINIC 


A play  table  in  the  reception  area  puts  the 
children  at  ease.  Decor  and  furnishings 
were  designed  to  create  a pleasant,  com- 
fortable atmosphere  for  the  young  pa- 
tients. 


Officially  opened  in  June,  1961  at  the  Columbia-Presbyterian  Medical 
Center,  New  York  City,  the  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  Children’s  Eye  Clinic 
is  the  first  such  facility  in  any  general  hospital  in  the  eastern  United  States 
— designed,  staffed  and  equipped  especially  to  care  for  infants  and  chil- 
dren afflicted  with  eye  problems,  and  threatened  with  impaired  vision  or 
loss  of  sight. 

This  Children’s  Eye  Clinic,  established  by  and  being  supported  through 
FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  grants  of  the  National  Council  To  Combat  Blind- 
ness, Inc.,  provided  examination  and  treatment  for  more  than  5,000  young 
patients  during  its  first  year  of  operation. 

Clinical  facilities  include  the  most  modern  equipment  operated  by  trained 
technicians  under  expert  medical  supervision,  an  orthoptic  department, 
and  a general  muscle  clinic.  A recent  addition  is  the  Pleoptics  Depart- 
ment, for  treatment  of  amblyopia — a condition  where  one  eye,  normally 
constructed,  has  defective  vision. 

Furnishings  in  the  clinic  include  a playtable,  toys  and  colorful  decora- 
tions to  put  the  young  patients  completely  at  ease. 

Besides  rendering  an  important  public  service,  the  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT 
Children’s  Eye  Clinic  provides  facilities  for  collecting  data  concerning 
many  of  the  relatively  unknown  eye  diseases  in  children.  This  clinic  is 
an  important  factor  in  the  training  of  eye  physicians  in  pediatric  ophthal- 
mology, and  a significant  step  forward  in  the  ultimate  conquest  of  many 
eye  disorders  and  diseases  affecting  adults  as  well  as  children. 


THE  CLINICAL  SERVICE  PROGRAM 


Projects  supported  through  special  clinical  service  grants  include: 
the  first  eye  clinic  in  Miami  Beach,  where  no  such  facility  had  been 
available  previously,  even  though  a great  part  of  the  population 
consists  of  elderly  people  dependent  on  limited  income  . . . assistance 
in  establishing  an  eye  bank  and  aiding  a corneal  transplantation  pro- 
gram in  India,  a country  plagued  with  blindness  . . . helping  to  set 
up  glaucoma  detection  services  in  two  hospitals  . . . providing  a 
mobile  eye  clinic  at  the  Hebrew  University  Medical  School,  Jeru- 
salem, to  visit  outlying  settlements  where  medical  facilities  are 
virtually  nonexistent,  to  administer  vitally  needed  eye  care  and  treat- 
ment, particularly  to  conquer  the  dread  eye  disease  Trachoma,  so 
infectious  that  at  one  time  it  barred  immigrants  from  entering  the 
United  States. 


A'  the  mobile  eye  clinic,  established  at  Hebrew  University  Medical  School,  Jeru- 
salem, through  FIGHT  FOR  SIGHT  funds,  Dr.  B.  Maytluir  examines  children  in 
an  outlying  settlement  where  medical  facilities  were  virtually  nonexistent  pre- 
viously. This  mobile  clinic  has  made  it  possible  to  administer  vitally  needed  eve 
choma  ,realment’  an^  ms  been  of  outstanding  aid  in  the  effort  to  conquer  tra- 
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DIGEST  OF  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
For  Year  Ended  March  31,  1962 

This  statement  for  the  year  April  1,  1961 — March  31,  1962  was  excerpted  from  the 
financial  report  audited  and  prepared  by  Apfel  and  Englander,  Certified  Public  Ac- 
countants— New  York,  New  York.  The  complete  report  is  available  for  examination. 

STATEMENT  OF  INCOME,  EXPENDITURES  AND  RESOURCES 
Year  April  1,  1961  - March  31,  1962 


Total  Resources  at  March  31,  1961  .. $515,104.20 

Expenditures 

Research  Grants,  Fellowships  and  Clinical 

Service  Projects  — $267,977.57 

Research  Supplemental  18,387.87 

Case  Service  5,348.11 

Public  Information  and  Education  24,530.05 

Fund  Raising 30,839.77 

Administration  31,210,45 

Total  Expenditures  378,293.82 

$136,810.38 


Income 

Contributions  .. 332,821.69 

Legacies  5,112.36 

Interest  and  Dividends 13,819.70 

Other  6,541.84 

358.295.59 

Total  Income  $495,105.97 


Total  Resources  at  March  31,  1962  Appropriated  as  follows: 

Research  Grants  and  Fellowships $296,661.30** 

Clinical  Service  Projects  35,000.00** 

Fight  for  Sight  Citation  Fund 2,000.00 

Restricted  Bequests 2,500.00 

Reserve  Fund  150,000.00* 

Operating  Fund  8.944.67 

$495,105.97 

• From  income  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1962  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  was  added  to  the  re- 
serve  fund,  resulting  in  the  cumulative  total  as  shown  above. 

••The  sum  of  $238,478.72  was  allocated  for  research,  grants-in-aid,  fellowships  and  clinical 
and  'thereafter18  ^ 3 ^ °f  $33 1,661  30  to  be  expended  in  the  year  ending  March  31,  1963 
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